
 
 

ST. CROIX AREA UNITED WAY APPOINTS NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Stillwater, Minnesota - The St. Croix Area United Way has appointed Martha Naegeli as 
their new executive director, effective January 1, 2007. Naegeli replaces the former 
executive director, Mark Kristensen, who left the organization in June, 2006. 

Martha Naegeli brings with her a broad background in both nonprofit and corporate 
management. She most recently served as the executive director of Fifty Lanterns 
International, an international nonprofit organization based in St. Paul. Prior to that role, 
she served as director of communications at the Minneapolis-based American Refugee 
Committee. Naegeli began her career in corporate marketing and communications, 
working at Northwest Airlines throughout the 1990s. She is a St. Paul native and a 1988 
graduate of the University of Minnesota.  

The St. Croix Area United Way has been serving the communities of the St. Croix Valley 
for more than 50 years. More than 16 local cities, from Marine on St. Croix to Afton, are 
included in its geographic region. The citizens of this area share a value system that 
places a strong focus on philanthropy and community giving. 

 “Few communities of this size enjoy the unique identity and remarkable closeness that 
this one does,” remarks Naegeli.  “I look forward to engaging with a wide variety of 
donors, residents, business people and local leaders to strengthen the impact of this 
organization, our ‘hometown’ United Way.”  

The St. Croix Area United Way, based in Stillwater, Minnesota, is an independent 
organization that works to strengthen communities throughout Washington County. It 
improves lives by raising awareness and funding to support more than 34 critical health 
and human services agencies. It also facilitates several key partnerships that help make 
the area a better place for everyone.    

For more information about the St. Croix Area United Way, please visit 
www.stcroixareaunitedway.org or call 651-439-3838. 
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